Eksempelprosjekt :
Naturlekeplass i

llinois - helt uten s
bruk av gummi og
plast !

[SPAM]U.S. Elementary School Project - Natural Playground

Tim Gill gave me your name as did Sharon Gammon Danks and, of course, I've
done some research on your past work and writings.

Would you be interested in talking about a natural playground elementary
school project in the USA (lllinois) with a large site? We could talk by phone
and | could potentially come visit you in Copenhagen.

Best,

Charlie

Reply Forward

Mail fra Charlie 19-12-2019

Bloomington-Normal, lllinois, august 2022
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Oplaeg for teachers, staff, students
and families 20-05-2020

Principal Adam Zbrozek 21-05-2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEr-YxUIROO
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Adam Bienenstock 15-09-2020:

- Asarule we don’t work on other company’s
designs but we would be honored to break
that rule with you! Happy to work with you!

e

- my partner in the business Lasse Larving is
from Copenhagen and he is responsible for
the certified installer program and our
pricing in the US. Great person will be a
huge help in anything that we might do
together. Looking forward to introducing
you. The Danes are taking over!
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First proposal meeting m Adam
Z.—the principal og Charlie 28-
09-2020




The Colene Hoose Elementary School Natural Playground Project 25-09-2020

Founder of The Jobson Family Foundation, Mr. Charles Jobson’s vision:
The Colene Hoose Elementary School natural playground project should be a model for other schools in the
area and become a community gathering spot.

Located in Bloomington Normal, lllinois, the public school has around 450 students, of which 15 % are
students with special needs of varying kinds. The school was built in the mid-1960s and has changed little
since that time. The land surrounding the school is pancake flat and compressed with little vegetation except
grass and there are cracked concrete basketball courts, some swings, and a plug and play playground
equipment set.

Landscape Architect Helle Nebelong’s mission:

Transforming the Colene Hoose School flat environment into a natural playscape that could be a model for
other schools in the area and become a community gathering spot.

The playground project should be comprehensive, challenging, stimulating and inclusive.



Colene Hoose Elementary School Natural Play Park Project in Bloomington Normal, lllinois, US

- a model for other schools in the area and a community gathering spot
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A cultural change

Excisting playgrounds



N3 Ovehard / Councr ring / 100
Matery running track

2. Amphitheater
3. Farmer basetiall fiwid

4. Big tawn

5, The Aiphatiet Labyrinth
6. Waterplay / Crook / Stone-garden

/ Rainbow Circle
7. The Reading Garden

& Swing Garden

2.-10. Bicycle Playground

11. Existing playground

12. Outdoor classrooms and
wilderness

13. New BEST playground with
cholce board

14. Spider web

15. Beaver lodge

16, Bonfire

17. The Woods

18. Art and Music Garden

19, The Mound

Facilities Meeting
with Unit 5 Board
members, Tim Gill

and Adam
Bienenstock

02-02-2021

No Fear

Growing up in a
risk averse society



” | am convinced that the playground will quickly
become a cherished part of the school and its
community. | also believe it will come to be seen as
an American landmark and design icon: the kind of
space that educators, designers and others will visit
from far and wide. Some may come to be inspired
by the aesthetic of the space as a whole.

Others may want to explore how specific ‘rooms’
and design features work. The current design caters

for both these perspectives, and more.

| cannot wait to see it becoming a reality.”




11-06-2021




This pathway should match the main
entrance to the building

11. Outdoor Classroom & Wilderness
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Tiles and ceramica Photo: Helle

[

”"Doormat” at the
entrance to the
greenhouse made
of old, recircled
tiles
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Photo: Helle

Fence with

Scale: 1:200

no. 2021-CHES-11.1 |
Elementary Schoot Natural Playground evergreen
¢ Dr., Normal, IL 61761, USA .
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Wilderness Design: Helle Nebelong
Farveleegning: Tim Ebikon




Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelaegning: Tim Ebikon

1. 100 Meter Track Orchard

De5|gn Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds

05-11-2021



Musikinstrumenter fra danske Lydleg.dk

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelaegning: Tim Ebikon







17. THE WOODS

Referencefotos fra Trollskogen
Naturlekplats, Helsingborg

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelaegning: Tim Ebikon







2. The Amphitheater
The steps are 30 cm high, total height is 120 cm

5 stk. Prunus americana
American plum
(Wood chips as groundcover)

In groups of 3-5 bushes should be planted:

24 stk. Viburnum opulus L. var. americanum Aiton
American Cranberrybush
(Wood chips as groundcover)

And — as part of The Arboretum:

1 stk. Norway Spruce
Picea abies
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5. The Alphabet Labyrinth

Design: Helle Nebelong

Farvelaegning: Tim Ebikon
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6. The River Garden

Knoldebro
(Danish)
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Portal Art & Music Garden

Colene Hoose Elementary >~ Outdoor classfooms and
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Photo: Google Earth s

Design: Helle Nebelong. Photo and construction works: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
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Off and
running

Fieldcrest girls
basketball not
resting on laurels e

Aaron Rossi case

Judge rules against attorney-client privilegea

Central lllinois date

Leah Marlene to perform in Chillicothe es
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EDUCATION

CLAY JACKSON PHOTOS, THE PANTAGRAPH

This aerial image shows Unit 5's new natural playground at Colene Hoose Elementary School, 600 Grandview Drive in Normal. The playground is
designed by Danish landscape architect Helle Nebelong and implements natural materials throughout the various spaces,

A NATURAL FIT

New playground
unveiled at Colene
Hoose Elementary

MATEUSZ JANIK
mateusz.janikglee.net

NORMAL — Students at Co-
lene Hoose Elementary School
will soon be able to experience
a long-awaited sprawling nat -
ural playground full of unique
features.

The $5.1 million project,
funded by a donation from for-
mer student Charlie Jobson, was

unveiled this week ahead of next
year’s formal opening.

“The combination of all the
different elements in the de-

sign, when we see how the chil -

dren actually use it and develop
their favorite places, and how the
whole project works together is

Playground

From Al

those lessons to the next gener-
ation of kids?"

The playground includes an
alphabet labyrinth for children
to reinforce their early writing
skills as they move through it,
an outdoor amphitheater big
enough to fit everyone in the
school in one place, a swing
garden made from logs of wood
and a stone garden creek with
mosaic fish artwork designed
by students,

Bienenstock said the play-
ground is also a full arboretum
with every native plant in 1lli-
nois planted in the ground. All
the storm water is managed on
site without hooking up to a
storm water drain.

The trails, lined with historic
cobblestone from the streets of
Chicago, are accessible under
standards from the Americans
with Disabilities Act. They pres~
ent no major inclines through-
out the playground, including
the spiral mound near the out-
door amphitheater, Bienenstock

Principal Gina Tenuta, left, and former student Charlie Jobson walk
through Unit 5's new natural playground on Tuesday at Colene Hoose
Elementary School in Normal. The new playground is funded by a

donation from Jobson.

A stone garden creek with mosaic fish artwork designed by the students

appears in the new playground.

said,

“Qur students and staff and
families are all very excited to be
able to explore this space” said
Principal Gina Tenuta. “We have
a lot of opportunities for our
staff to learn how to utilize the
space to properly educate our
students about outside learn-
ing”

Tenuta said the playground
essentially doubles the space
of the school and allows for the

flexibility of using the outdoor
spaces for classes, lessons or
projects and hosting school as-
semblies.

“We wouldn't have been able
to do this had it not been for the
donation from Charlie” said
Unit 5 Superintendent Kristen
Weikle. “I think it’s definitely
going to set a new standard for
parks in the Bloomington Nor-
mal community.”

Weikle said the playground

McLean County Unit 5 ad-
ministrators and project devel-
opers joined Jobson on Tuesday
to show their progress on the
highly anticipated playground
that has been in the works for
almost three years,

Designed by Danish land-
scape architect Helle Nebelong,
the playground occupies the
16-acre plot adjacent from the
school along Vernon Avenue and
implements natural materials
throughout the various spaces.

“Every single piece of how this
was put together was equally im-
portant to Charlie, the funder,

and to all of us that it actually
continues to have that storyline
of climate change being taken
care of " said Adam Bienenstock,
founder of Bienenstock Natural

something I'm really looking actually betterthanIanticipated Playgrounds. “How do we teach
forward to seeing in the spring,” when we first started talking
Jobsonsaid. “Ithinkit’s gonnabe about the project together?

Please see PLAYGROUND, Page A4

LT o

CLAY JACKSON PHOTOS, THE PANTAGRAPH

The design of the new natural playground Includes a spiral mound with
a trail. It has no major incline and is designed to be accessible for people
with disabilities.

can have other schools in the usingthe playground after win-

district visit and access the
space while hosting other local
organizations for activities or
events.,

Colene Hoose Elementary
students are expected to begin

ter break and the official open-
ing will take place in May 2023.

Contact Mateusz Janik at
(309) 820-3234. Follow Mateusz
on Twitter:@mjanik99



And don’t forget to
smell the flowers!

Helle Nebelong

Landscape Architect MAA, MDL
Master of Public Management, MPM
Director, Sansehaver.dk
hellenebelong@hotmail.com
www.sansehaver.dk
www.hellenebelong.com
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