
Eksempelprosjekt :
Naturlekeplass i 
Illinois - helt uten 
bruk av gummi og 
plast ! 

Mail fra Charlie 19-12-2019

Bloomington-Normal, Illinois, august 2022



Bloomington-Normal

Chicago

New York





Naturlegepladsen i Valbyparken 
25.000 m2

Sansehaven i Fælledparken 
8.000 m2



Oplæg for teachers, staff, students 
and families  20-05-2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SEr-YxUIRO0

Principal Adam Zbrozek 21-05-2020





Adam Bienenstock 15-09-2020: 
- As a rule we don’t work on other company’s 

designs but we would be honored to break 
that rule with you! Happy to work with you!

- my partner in the business Lasse Larving is 
from Copenhagen and he is responsible for 
the certified installer program and our 
pricing in the US. Great person will be a 
huge help in anything that we might do 
together. Looking forward to introducing 
you. The Danes are taking over!



First proposal meeting m Adam 
Z. – the principal og Charlie 28-
09-2020



Founder of The Jobson Family Foundation, Mr. Charles Jobson’s vision:
The Colene Hoose Elementary School natural playground project should be a model for other schools in the 
area and become a community gathering spot.  

Located in Bloomington Normal, Illinois, the public school has around 450 students, of which 15 % are 
students with special needs of varying kinds. The school was built in the mid-1960s and has changed little 
since that time. The land surrounding the school is pancake flat and compressed with little vegetation except 
grass and there are cracked concrete basketball courts, some swings, and a plug and play playground 
equipment set. 

Landscape Architect Helle Nebelong’s mission:
Transforming the Colene Hoose School flat environment into a natural playscape that could be a model for 
other schools in the area and become a community gathering spot.
The playground project should be comprehensive, challenging, stimulating and inclusive.

The Colene Hoose Elementary School Natural Playground Project 25-09-2020
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2021 - 2023 new design
A cultural change 

Colene Hoose Elementary School Natural Play Park Project in Bloomington Normal, Illinois, US
- a model for other schools in the area and a community gathering spot

Excisting playgrounds

1965 - 2021



Facilities Meeting 
with Unit 5 Board 
members, Tim Gill 
and Adam 
Bienenstock

02-02-2021



Tim Gill, UK

” I am convinced that the playground will quickly 
become a cherished part of the school and its 
community. I also believe it will come to be seen as 
an American landmark and design icon: the kind of 
space that educators, designers and others will visit 
from far and wide. Some may come to be inspired 
by the aesthetic of the space as a whole.

Others may want to explore how specific ‘rooms’ 
and design features work. The current design caters 
for both these perspectives, and more. 

I cannot wait to see it becoming a reality.”

Tim Gill, 25 Nov 2021



11-06-2021



11. Outdoor Classroom & Wilderness

Tiles and ceramica Photo: Helle

Photos: Sloane

Photo: Helle

”Doormat” at the 
entrance to the 
greenhouse made 
of old, recircled 
tiles

Wilderness

This pathway should match the main 
entrance to the building

Fence with 
evergreen 
climbers

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelægning: Tim Ebikon



Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelægning: Tim Ebikon

1. 100 Meter Track Orchard



16. Art and Music Garden

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelægning: Tim Ebikon

Musikinstrumenter fra danske Lydleg.dk



Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021



17. THE WOODS

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelægning: Tim Ebikon

Referencefotos fra Trollskogen
Naturlekplats, Helsingborg



Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021



2. The Amphitheater

The steps are 30 cm high, total height is 120 cm

5 stk. Prunus americana
American plum
(Wood chips as groundcover) 

In groups of 3-5 bushes should be planted: 
24 stk. Viburnum opulus L. var. americanum Aiton
American Cranberrybush
(Wood chips as groundcover) 

And – as part of The Arboretum:

1 stk. Norway Spruce
Picea abies

Mixed 
pavement 

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelægning: Tim Ebikon



Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021



Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021

Design: Helle Nebelong
Farvelægning: Tim Ebikon

5. The Alphabet Labyrinth



Sand 
tables

Knoldebro
(Danish)

Mosaic river

Wooden
bridge

Knoldebro (Danish)

Wooden
bridge

Wooden
bridge

Wooden
bridge

Wooden
bridge

Wooden
bridge

Tree trunks

6. The River Garden



River Garden mosaic
with 250 fish drawn by students 
and realized by mosaic artist 
Robin Brailsford, California

Drawing and design: 
Helle Nebelong



Colene Hoose Elementary
School Natural Playground

Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021

Art & Music Garden

The Alphabet Labyrinth

100 Meter Track Orchard

Portal

Portal

Portal

River Garden mosaic

Amphiteather
Swing Garden

Snail Shaped Mound

Outdoor classrooms and 
board games



Design: Helle Nebelong
Renders: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds
05-11-2021





Been there… August 2022









Design: Helle Nebelong. Photo and construction works: Bienenstock Natural Playgrounds

Photo: Google Earth







Helle Nebelong

Landscape Architect MAA, MDL 
Master of Public Management, MPM
Director, Sansehaver.dk 
hellenebelong@hotmail.com
www.sansehaver.dk
www.hellenebelong.com

And don’t forget to 
smell the flowers!
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